United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/118,730 


07/17/1998 


ELLINGTON M. BEAVERS 


:281-28 


9320 



2746 7590 11/08/2004 

WILLIAM H. EILBERG 
THREE BALA PLAZA 
SUITE 501 WEST 
BALA CYNWYD, PA 19004 



EXAMINER 



WHITE, EVERETT NMN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1623 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/08/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Addess: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



APPLICATION NO./ 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED inventor; 


ATTORNEY docket NO. 


CONTROL NO. 




PATENT IN REEXAMINATION 





EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER 



10252004 



DATE MAILED: 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

Non-Responsive Amendment 

The reply filed on June 18, 2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or 
matter(s): Newly submitted Claims 24-34 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the invention originally 
claimed for the following reasons: The newly submitted inventions of Claims 24-34, which are directed to a composition comprising a 
water-soluble polysaccharide and modified form of hyaluronic acid are independent and distinct from the previously filed invention of 
Claims 1-23, which was drawn to a free-acid form of hyaluronic acid. The free acid form of hyaluronic acid is obviously distinct 
from the composition comprising a water-soluble polysaccharide and modified form of hyaluronic acid. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this invention has been 
constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, Claims 24-34 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY 
(30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
Examiner's Telephone Number, Fax Number, and Other Information 

For 24 hour access to patent application information 7 days per week, or for filing applications, please visit out website at 
www.uspto.gov and click on the button "Patent Electronic Business Center" for more information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Everett White 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0660. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James O. Wilson, can be reach on (571) 
272-0661 . The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1235. 
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